16 ft. only could pass. In the Bitter Lakes the depth was seldom below 28 ft., often above 30 f t .; and the same may be said of the canal between the Bitter Lakes and the Red Sea at Suez. On each side of the deep part in the centre the depth was generally about 12 or 13 ft.
Where the slopes are unprotected by stone, and the natural soil is sandy, the sides, notwithstanding the flat slope, were a good deal washed when a paddle-wheel steamer (the ' Delta,' P. & O. 1600 tons) advanced at seven or eight miles an hour ; but comparatively little effect was pro duced when the speed did not exceed five or six miles an hour.
Two large vessels will find it difficult to pass each other ; but " lie-by " or passing-places are being constructed to remedy this inconvenience.
J. F. B.
January 13, 1870.
The Presents received were laid on the The following communications were read :-
